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Eight Chain Thru seems to have disappeared 
from the vocabulary of many callers. It’s too 
bad because Eight Chain Thru variations are 
useful for giving callers time to think about 
what they want to do next. 

We all know that Eight Chain Thru and Eight 
Chain four are Zeros. Eight Chain Thru is a 
Geographic Zero and Eight Chain Four flip 
flops the set. 

If you want to make the dancers think just a 
little, try the following. 

ZB with the Side Couples at home position 

Eight Chain Thru ... (Heads go Three and 
Sides go Four)... 

This creates the FASR shown below. 
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There are some nice things about this 
module. The set has been rotated 180 
degrees. If the dancers fail to execute the 
module, just have the centers Pass Thru and 
you are back to a Zero/Corner Box. Also, 
Probably the dancers have never heard this 
variation of Eight Chain Thru. 

Once you have the dancer in this FASR there 
are dozens of Zeros you can use from this 
FASR. 

If you want to continue the game, have the 

Sides go Three and the Heads go Four. 

This ends in the FASR shown below. 
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The formation has changed, but a very quick 
resolution to a Zero/Corner Box is still 
available. Just have the leaders Wheel 
Around. 

If most of the floor is successful in executing 
these modules, I can extend the modules 
with Nested Zeros before you resolve the set 
The Nested Zeros do not have to be long, 
but if you pick them right you can get a lot of 
milage from this simple idea. 

Here is another idea for a getout. 

Four Ladies Chain 3/4 ... Four Ladies 
Chain Across... 

Everyone now has their Right Hand Lady in 
the partner position. Next: 

Heads Square Thru 4 ... 
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From here, an Eight Chain 1 or 5 will resolve 
the set to a Trade By formation so you can 
give the dancers a little practice in odd 
numbered Eight Chain Thrus before 
introducting initial concept. 

I typically want to know how the sets should 
look a various points during the execution of 
any module. The three diagrams shown in 
this paper are examples of FASRs that I like 
to use as check points. 

I normaly don't look at the whole set. I look 
at a foursome. If that foursome has the right 
people in the right positions, then I feel 
comfortable to proceed. That doesn't cover 
all the possible problems that could occur, 
but it's a start. 
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